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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the c rrespondence address - 
Peri df r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL, 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim{s) 16-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 16-18 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

' 9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 05 November 1999 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a), 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomfial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) mi Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademarit Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) ^ Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 14 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Prosecution Application 



1 . The request filed on 2-5-02 (Paper No. 1 3) for a Continued Prosecution 
Application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/434,965 is 
acceptable and a CPA has been established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Claims 16-18 are pending. 

2. In view of applicant's amendment filed 2-5-02 (Paper No. 13), the outstanding art 
and 112 rejections have been withdrawn. 



3. Formal drawings and/or photographs have been submitted which fail to comply 
with 37 CFR 1 .84. Please see the PTO-948 form attached to the office action malled3- 
14-01. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

A). Correction of Informalities ~ 37 CFR 1 .85 
New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein. Identifying 
indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, and 
application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not been 
assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the front 
of each sheet and centered within the top margin. If corrected drawings are required in 
a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE 
MONTH shortened statutory period set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability." 
Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 for 



Drawings 
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Art Unit: 1644 

filing the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the OfTicial 
Draftsperson. 

B) Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO-948. 
All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the Draftsperson, MUST 
be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted (preferably 
red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new drawings MUST be 
approved by the examiner before the application will be allowed. No changes will be 
permitted to be made, other than correction of 
Informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time period set 
in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). Failure to take corrective action within the set 
period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 



4. The abstract is objected to for using the term "new" in line 1 of the Abstract, 
because patents are assumed to be new. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 



Specification 



9 



Application/Control Number: 09/434,965 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1644 

the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

6. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Burshtyn et al (1993)(The Journal of Immunology 151:3070-3080). 

Burshtyn et al teach a substrate for capturing peptide antigens comprising empty 
H-2D^ molecules bound to agarose beads. When said beads were incubated with 
human B2Microglobulin, high affinity binding sites were created for an influenza peptide 
antigen, (see entire article, including the Abstract). Therefore, the referenced teachings 
anticipate the claimed invention, 

7. No claim is allowed. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy M. DeCloux whose telephone number is 703 306- 
5821 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 



Application/Control Number: 09/434,965 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1644 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Chan can be reached on 703 308-3973. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 305-3014 
for regular communications and 703 305-7401 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 
0196. 

Amy DeCloux. PhD 
Patent Examiner, 1644 
April 21, 2002 




